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I am excited to be teaching at our new Frontier Middle School this year. I loved teaching ASL at Vista Heights last year.  I have been an ASL Educational interpreter in Virginia and Utah and graduated from UVU in ASL and Deaf Studies Secondary Education.   My husband and I founded ASL Academic Village, an ASL-based language house located in Orem.  We have five children, all grown.
Look back at ASL Level 1:  ASL 1 introduced you to language concepts related to people, places and things within your environment; things you could see, feel, touch that are happening now. 
Sneak Peak Level 2: ASL 2 will teach you to sign about people in a more abstract way and the environment outside of the classroom; i.e. at home or other parts of the country, and events that happened in the past. You will learn to locate things around the house, ask for solutions to everyday problems, tell about life events, describe objects, and sign about weekend activities.  
 Expectations: We will communicate in sign.  Language is learned best when learned in the target language of ASL.  You are expected to sign during class, to stretch yourself beyond your ability. Comprehension develops more quickly than expression. You will understand more than you can sign at first. You may communicate by gesturing, writing, facial expressions, or pantomime.
Rules for our class:
Sign On and Voices Off

The Golden Rule (Do unto others as you would have them do unto you)

The Scout Rule (Be prepared)

The Star Trek Rule (Boldly go where no one has gone before)

Fill my bucket/No Dipping Rule (Build our Community of Learners:  RESPECT EACH OTHER)
No food /gum or drinks.  Water bottles ok.
Materials for class:

· USB Drive (also known as flash drive, jump drive)

· White board markers (at least one per student)

· Composition book for journal

· Pencil or pen
SIGN ON and VOICES OFF:

To create and provide an authentic Deaf culture experience, we will maintain and preserve a voice-free environment during our class time. Our goal is to use ASL as our primary means of communication to help develop your comprehensive and receptive skills as you work to build your expressive skills. Use ASL, gesturing, writing, facial expressions, or pantomime to communicate.
 “Boldly Go” Participation: ASL is a visual, “hands on” language experience. Students need to be here every day, on time and ready to learn.  Participation is critical to student success.  
Violation Card:  Violation Cards may be given for disruptive behavior or being off task, including not following the Sign On Voices Off policy.   Consequences may include, but are not limited to: a call home, an action plan, and points deducted from participation.
No food or gum:  ASL is a visual language.  Facial expressions are part of communicating in ASL.  Food or gum in the mouth is distracting and not permitted in an ASL class.
Scout Rule: Be prepared! Daily Homework:  10-15 minutes a day teach and practice what you learn in class. This will allow you to reinforce what you just learned. Ask the person you taught/practiced to sign your journal page. Weekly checks for signatures on homework will be done.
Late work:   Late work is accepted until a week before grades are due.  I am available available before and after school and during FLEX time. Tests may be retaken if you receive a failing grade.
Fill my bucket: Bully Free/No Dipping Zone:  Our classroom is a safe zone.  Everyone is treated with respect.  Fill each other’s buckets with kind words.  We are a “Community of Learners”. No dipping into someone’s bucket by unkind words or deeds.  Zero tolerance of bullying!

Signing Naturally Level 2 Books:  You will be assigned a student workbook to take home for homework assignments.  DO NOT WRITE IN THIS WORKBOOK.  We will use this book again and again for the coming years.  Students who write in or damage their assigned books or DVDs will be charged a fee of $80 to replace the book. Please leave this book at home to protect it.  We have a classroom set of the workbooks in our room for your use and copies in the library on reserve.  If you need to complete unfinished assignments, please use the library reserve copies before or after school, during study hall, or FLEX.  Each book has a DVD in the back.  You will need to use this DVD to complete your homework assignments from the book on a separate sheet of paper.

---------------------------------------CUT HERE RETURN BOTTOM HALF ONLY----------------------------------------------
Homework assignment:  Fill in; get signed by parent or guardian, return immediately.  Worth 50 points
Return to ASL class, Mrs. McLerran by September 3, 2013
PLEASE PRINT   

Name of Student: ____________________________________________________________________
Class Period:_______A or  B Day: __________       ASL   Level 2
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian address:______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian work phone: _______________________ cell phone: __________________________

Parent/Guardian email address: __________________________________________________________

I will encourage my child to follow the class rules.  I understand my child will be filmed by the teacher and students in the class when working individually or in groups for evaluation and educational purposes of their ASL.  I give my permission for them to be filmed.  

Signature of Parent/Guardian:___________________________________________________________

I have read the disclosure document and agree to follow the rules including Sign On Voices Off.

Signature of student:___________________________________________________________________






